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saying what a determined leadership might not have achieved.
The Communist leadership was indeed determined^ but it was
determined to do nothing. Into the ideological defence of doing
nothing sent from Moscow, there is no need to go any more than
there is to refute the astounding theory contradicted by the whole
of Bolshevik experience that they had to await the hour when all
the counter-revolutionary forces were united and then, but only
then., lead the workers to the barricades* or seek to imagine what
Lenin would have said to a revolutionary general staff that held
it to be authentic Leninism that an orthodox revolution that is
abortive is preferable to an unorthodox revolution that succeeds.
The policy of Moscow, the fact that the Communist party in
Germany was not a German party and was not there to serve
German revolutionary interests, should have been decisive for
Socialist action. It is of course true that a well-planned aggressive
Communist action might have rallied against it all the forces still
latent in the distracted middle classes and driven National
Socialism's revolutionary elements into counter-revolution. All
the more reason then, surely, that when the situation demanded
or was likely to demand such action, the Socialist party should
have been prepared and resolute to take the lead in it. On the
narrowest grounds the party should at least have been prepared,
for it was not so much a question of revolutionary seizure of power
and certainly not of substituting one form of dictatorship for
another, as of preventing the permanent exclusion of the Left not
merely from government but even from constitutional opposition.
And if one thing was clear it was that no constitutional action
could now prevent either. If the method of the counter-revolution
was one of a succession of dissolutions till in the end a majority
of the deputies constitutionally consented either out of sheer
fatigue or as a result of this or that sordid bargaining to support
it, then the only solution from the point of view of the Left was

* The insincerity of the whole business is seen in the fact that when the
counter-revolutionary forces were united no action was taken because no action
had been prepared. As to Moscow's aims, a personal Mend was present when
a prominent member of the Moscow Foreign OfBce rushed in with the news
of the Reichstag fire and3 misled by the National Socialist reports, exclaimed
in angry dismay: "The fools have let them get out of hand."